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Duke Surgery Office of Continuing Medical Education 
Creating Learning Objectives 

 
Learning Objective: Description of actionable items the participant will be able to do at the 
conclusion of the activity. Learning objectives focus learning on specific areas to address gaps 
identified. The use of SMART learning objectives helps in developing objectives that are clear and 
concise. Identified objectives should fall within Bloom’s Taxonomy of Cognitive Thinking.  
 

SMART Learning Objectives 
 
S – Specific: Learning objective clearly identifies what should be covered and accomplished by 
learners and should address gaps identified during the gap analysis. 
 
M – Measurable: Learning objective can be assessed. 
 
A – Achievable: Learning objective can be accomplished within the CME activity contact period. 
 
R – Relevant: Learning objective is closely related to the session and addresses an educational gap 
or need of the learners. 
 
T – Time Bound: Learning objective clearly indicates the time period by which the learning 
objective should be achieved. 

 
Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Bloom’s Taxonomy is a way of defining and distinguishing levels of human cognition that can be 
used to understand the fundamental ways learners develop knowledge, skills, and understanding. 
Deeper learning happens as you move across the continuum. This movement generally begins with 
more cognitive and theoretical (shallow) knowledge-based activities moving to more applied and 
practical (deep) application-/practice-based activities. Bloom’s Taxonomy can be applied to the 
development of course learning objectives making them specific and targeted toward gaps 
identified in course development. 
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Learning objectives should be active and measurable. The following demonstrates “active verbs” for 
each domain within Bloom’s Taxonomy. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Adapted from the Stanford Center for Continuing Medical Education, CME Activity Planning Toolkit 
 


